[image: image1.jpg]<
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION




Media Release

Summer Luau Supports Youth Activities
St. Catharines, ON, August 18, 2009 – Friday, August 28th will see the Market Square in downtown St. Catharines transformed into a tropical paradise for the Annual Mayors Au Marché.
The Au Marché event, now in its sixth year, and has raised $136,000 to date. Since the launch of this event in 2004, the proceeds have helped about 150 children annually from St. Catharines receive financial assistance in order to participate in sports, recreation or cultural programs.  That’s 750 children in total over the past 5 years!
"Quality recreation plays a significant role in the healthy development of children and youth and often financial barriers limit a young person’s participation," he says.  "The Au Marché event generates funds for the Niagara Community Foundation’s  St. Catharines Community Fund, specifically the Investing in St. Catharines Youth Fund, to allow children the opportunity to participate in recreation activities.”
Guests at the event will enjoy food from  Blue Mermaid, Wellington Court, Fresco's/Lina Linguine, Pigout Catering, Pow Wow, J.J. Kapps and Little Shop of Lobsters, with breads from Casa Leone Bakery, desserts from Chocolates Etc. and a selection of wine from Cattail Creek, Henry of Pelham, Hernder, and Konzelmann. 
“The volunteer committee has worked hard organizing a fun and relaxed evening, with great food, great wine and great entertainment,” says Rosemary Auld, Event Co-Chair.   “This event has become known as a highlight of the end of summer because our community is so willing to financially support youth programs.”  
The event is almost sold out, and those who wish to purchase tickets should call the Foundation at 905-684-8688. Tickets for Au Marché are $110 per person all inclusive.  Canadian Tire Financial Services is the event’s major sponsor.
The Niagara Community Foundation builds and manages income earning endowment funds to support charitable activities.  Since 2000, the Foundation has received over $9 million in permanently held endowment funds.  The Foundation has awarded over $2.8 million in grants during this time.  The St. Catharines Community Fund is one of the family of community funds supporting the work of charities in specific municipalities.
-30-

Contact: Liz Palmieri, Executive Director, Niagara Community Foundation
905-684-8688

Contact: Cindy Upshall, Executive Assistant to the Mayor
905-688-5600 ext. 1549
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