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Media Release

LOCAL CHARITY BENEFITS FROM LAW SUIT SETTLEMENT
Feb. 4, 2009 – Charities providing needed transportation services across Niagara are benefitting from a national class action lawsuit settlement.  The total allocation to Niagara was just under $40,000 with the Niagara Community Foundation handling the distribution.
“Being an organization serving all the communities in Niagara, our goal was to ensure these funds had a broad reach,” said Liz Palmieri, executive director of the foundation.  “Our goal for the grants was to have a long-term impact so we focused on agencies needing funds towards purchasing vehicles to deliver programs and services.”
Eight agencies across the region are benefitting.  A $4000 grant was given to Community Living Fort Erie to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of their organization. The grant received was used to assist with the purchase of a much needed vehicle to increase transportation options for families through the Family Support Program.

Maureen Brown, Executive Director, Community Living Fort Erie feels that the approval of this acquisition will allow her agency to provide better services and supports to families with children with developmental disabilities at a 40% reduced cost to our organization. “It is essential to the sustainability of this program that we find alternative ways to provide supports to families at a decreased cost to our agency” state Mrs. Brown.  “The Niagara Community Foundation has assisted our organization to meet this identified community need by providing a portion of funding to purchase a vehicle to be utilized in this program.”

Twenty two communities across Canada participated in the settlement.  The latest grants are part of two longstanding class action lawsuits involving price fixing allegations among manufacturers of a rubber product known as EPDM (Ethylene Propylene Diene Monomer) and Polychloroprene.  EPDM is used in automotive weather-stripping, garden and appliance hose and electrical insulation.  The total settlement from both lawsuits was $1.2 million.
“Community foundations connect donors to community need, so helping the courts distribute this funding to great local causes across the country was a good fit for our members,” said Monica Patten, President and Chief Executive Officer, Community Foundations of Canada, the national association for Canada’s 164 community foundations.  “We’re pleased to see dollars making their way back into community and are happy to assist the courts in whatever way we can.”


Community foundations are one of the world’s fastest growing philanthropic movements, with more than 1,100 foundations in 42 countries.  The Niagara Community Foundation was founded in 2000 and grants income to local charities from an endowment fund worth more than $8 million.  To date the foundation has granted over $2 million.
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Contact: Liz Palmieri, Executive Director, Niagara Community Foundation
905-684-8688

See page two for details on all agencies receiving grants

Niagara Community Foundation

Distribution of Lawsuit Proceeds

	Community Living Welland Pelham
	Towards work to convert one of their vans to accommodate wheelchair bound clients
	$4,000

	Community Living St. Catharines
	Towards replacement of 10 year old vehicle used by Therapeutic Support Program
	$4,000

	Community Living Fort Erie
	Towards purchase of vehicle used for Family Support Program
	$4,000

	Community Living Grimsby Lincoln, West Lincoln
	Towards purchased of leased vehicle for transporting residents of residential homes to community services
	$4,000

	Niagara Support Services (serves Niagara Falls)
	Towards purchase of van for Community Employment and Vocational Services day program
	$4,000

	Port Cares
	Towards purchase of accessible vehicle for transporting Port Colborne and Wainfleet residents 55+ 
	$10,000

	Hope Furniture Bank
	Towards purchase of used cube van to facilitate delivery of furnishings to clients of partner agencies as well as pickup donated furnishings from the general public
	$5,000

	Boys & Girls Club of Niagara
	Towards purchase of 2 used vans to provide transportation for program participants to satellite sites in Pelham, Welland, Niagara on the Lake and St. Catharines unit.  In 2007 they provided 24,061 rides within Niagara Region with their transportation programs
	$4,254
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