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Headway Homes Winding Down But Its Legacy Continues

It is with much sadness that the Board of Directors of Headway Homes (Niagara) Inc. announced that it ceased operations as a charitable organization effective December 31, 2010.  The board decided to transfer all the remaining funds of Headway Homes to create an endowment fund within the Niagara Community Foundation.  The Headway Homes Fund will annually distribute funds to severley brain-injured individuals and their families through the Ontario Brain Injury Association (OBIA) through their Thorold office.

Headway Homes was co-founded by Jean Vandenbelt and Diane Henderson in 1995 with the goal of establishing a community-based housing facility for persons with acquired brain injury.  Since 1997 a group of concerned Pelham citizens who comprised the Board of Directors spearheaded presentations and proposals to the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care and to all levels of government and organized many fundraising events in their mission to establish the first Headway Home in Niagara.

The Ministry of Health and Long term Care did not support nor approve the plans for the first Headway Home in spite of the very strong support from local politicians and citizens in Niagara. For this reason, the Board of Directors of Headway Homes decided to cease operations and to no longer work towards the goal of establishing a home for severely brain-injured individuals.

The Board would like to extend sincere and heartfelt thanks to all the Niagara organizations and residents who have so generously supported this cause over the years. They are very grateful to all the wonderful people who have supported them for many years.

The Board sincerely regrets having to cease operations but is gratified to realize that the funds which were originally donated to Headway Homes will in fact be utilized to help present and future victims of acquired brain injury in their quests to live comfortably and in dignity, through the Headway Homes Fund at the Niagara Community Foundation.
For further information on Headway homes and the criteria for grant acquisition, please see www.headwayhomes.org
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