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Media Release

July 28, 2009
RUBBER HITS THE ROAD WITH TIRE DEALERS
The Ontario Tire Dealers left their mark in Niagara following their very successful golf tournament in June.  “While this is a provincial organization, the $30,000 raised by our members will benefit charities serving our local community,” said Eric Gilbert, tournament chair and a past director of the Niagara Community Foundation.  
This is the second time the tire dealers have run their tournament in Niagara.  In 2006 they pledged $25,000 towards the Environmental Legacy Fund for Niagara West held by the Foundation.  They were able to fulfill their pledge with this year’s tournament plus support a number of other charities, including the Women’s Resource Centre ($3,000), Niagara Peninsula Children’s Centre ($3,000) as well as the Friends of Charles Daley Park ($2,000) for the new children’s playground. Each mayor in Niagara West will also have $1,500 to allocate to projects in their community.  Mayor Hodgson has already selected a new after school program in Beamsville supported by the United Way of St. Catharines and District ($1,500).  Mayor Trombetta and Mayor Bentley will each have $1,500 to direct to local community groups.
“We will be working with the Niagara Community Foundation and our volunteers with the Niagara West Fund in September to select the groups to receive the remaining $5,000 of the tournament proceeds,” said Gilbert.  
The Ontario Tire Dealers Association promotes, educates and represents their members in all areas that impact the growth and prosperity of the tire industry in Ontario.  Community foundations are one of the world’s fastest growing philanthropic movements, with more than 1,100 foundations in 42 countries.  The Niagara Community Foundation was founded in 2000 and grants income to local charities from an endowment fund worth more than $8 million.  To date the foundation has granted over $2.6 million.
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For further information contact: 
Eric Gilbert, Member Niagara West Fund Committee, 905- 988-8473
Liz Palmieri, Executive Director, Niagara Community Foundation, 905-684-8688
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