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With help from the Niagara Community Foundation, the Hope Furniture Bank finally has its own truck.  This support is particularly critical to the organization’s success because less than 2 years ago, its early iteration, Families Helping Families, got into financial trouble and  had to shut its doors, creating a void in Niagara for their service.
A $5,000 grant from Niagara Community Foundation topped up the Furniture Bank’s fundraising efforts which allowed the organization to purchase a truck to continue its goal of ensuring no one is sleeping or eating on the floor in Niagara Region. This grant was one of eight given to charities from a share of the proceeds of a national class action lawsuit settlement.  The only proviso was that the proceeds be used to provide needed transportation services across Niagara.  The total allocation to Niagara was just under $40,000 with the Niagara Community Foundation handling the distribution.

“Being an organization serving all the communities in Niagara, our goal was to ensure these funds had a broad reach,” said Liz Palmieri, executive director of the foundation.  “Our goal for the grants was to have a long-term impact so we focused on agencies needing funds towards purchasing vehicles to deliver programs and services.”

Hope Furniture Bank redistributes good gently used home furnishing to families and individuals in Niagara Region, donors like Mrs. McLean of St Catharines who don’t want to see their furnishings going to land fill make the service possible. 

She called Hope Furniture Bank to come and collect the dining suite that she won’t take with her when she moves. She’s happy to pay the $25 curb-side pick-up fee and receive a charitable receipt for the value of the furniture donation which amounts to $340. For her, it’s worth it to find a new use for her furniture and keep it out of landfill.

Hope Furniture Bank is reliant on donations from the public of gently used home furnishings. Always in demand are kitchen tables and chairs, twin beds and dressers, blankets and comforters. “We can never get enough of those”, says Scott Sanders, Board Chairperson for HFB. “We serve a lot of families with kids… we always need more twin beds and bed frames… dressers too!”

The private sector has been a great support to Hope Furniture Bank as well.  Primeway Group of Companies has been supporting the furniture bank with a generous donation of warehouse space.  San-Pak Logistics lends its transport trucks for community drop off days, and a number of area hotels have donated furniture when they are updating their rooms.

Hope Furniture Bank is the “rebirth” of a similar service.  Families Helping Families got into financial trouble and had to shut its doors, leaving a huge void in the Niagara Region.  With the help of SkillShare, a program which supports the core business function of Niagara’s non-profits and which also receives support from the Niagara Community Foundation, Hope Furniture Bank was launched.  With a whole new business model based-on cost recovery and more reliant on volunteers than staffing, the new organization hopes to provide a sustainable service in Niagara region. And they’re well on the way with the help of community funders, area corporations and donations from the caring public.

“De-cluttering your house, reducing landfill and furnishing homes for those who need a hand up in Niagara”, Sanders says, “What a ‘feel good’ way to support your community!”

For people interested in donating your furniture and want a $25 curb-side pick up, they can call the Hope Furniture Bank at 905 356 7800.
Mrs. McLean is amenable to having the media come to her house on Sat. June 20th at 9:30am.  That’s when the furniture pickup will be taking place.  She’s happy to be interviewed but not photographed.
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Liz Palmieri, Executive Director, Niagara Community Foundation
905-684-8688
See next page for complete list of charities receiving grants from law suit proceeds

Niagara Community Foundation

Distribution of Lawsuit Proceeds

	Community Living Welland Pelham
	Towards work to convert one of their vans to accommodate wheelchair bound clients
	$4,000

	Community Living St. Catharines
	Towards replacement of 10 year old vehicle used by Therapeutic Support Program
	$4,000

	Community Living Fort Erie
	Towards purchase of vehicle used for Family Support Program
	$4,000

	Community Living Grimsby Lincoln, West Lincoln
	Towards purchased of leased vehicle for transporting residents of residential homes to community services
	$4,000

	Niagara Support Services (serves Niagara Falls)
	Towards purchase of van for Community Employment and Vocational Services day program
	$4,000

	Port Cares
	Towards purchase of accessible vehicle for transporting Port Colborne and Wainfleet residents 55+ 
	$10,000

	Hope Furniture Bank
	Towards purchase of used cube van to facilitate delivery of furnishings to clients of partner agencies as well as pickup donated furnishings from the general public
	$5,000

	Boys & Girls Club of Niagara
	Towards purchase of 2 used vans to provide transportation for program participants to satellite sites in Pelham, Welland, Niagara on the Lake and St. Catharines unit.  In 2007 they provided 24,061 rides within Niagara Region with their transportation programs
	$4,254
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