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Sustaining a Hidden Treasure
Rising majestically above the falls, the main chapel of the Monastery of Mount Carmel is unknown to many in the community.  The unique beauty of the gothic chapel serves the needs of its residents, the Carmelite friars.  The majestic stained glass windows are a kaleidoscope of symbolic images.  It’s a hidden gem located in parkland above the falls, just beyond the rising towers of hotels.
The chapel is not a parish church, so the beauty inside its magnificent doors is unknown to many across Niagara.  However, over the past year the Fathers and Brothers are now offering guided tours to share the story of this remarkable building with tour groups and families.  The chapel was completed in 1928 and mirrors the interior layout of a late 15th century friars’ chapel.  The windows, sculptures, tiles and finishes remind the community of their origins as a religious Order founded over 800 years ago on Mount Carmel in the Holy Land.  They are rising to the challenge of sharing the story of the chapel with the many who are knocking on their doors.
Another innovative initiative for the monastery is a new partnership with the Niagara Community Foundation to create the Monastery of Mount Carmel Fund.  The Carmelite vision is that donations to this endowment fund will help to sustain the upkeep of their chapel.  “We want to be able to share the beauty of our chapel long into the future and we liked the perpetual nature of the Foundation endowments,” said Father Stanley Makacinas, director of the Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre.  “Building this new fund will help us to achieve our vision and working with an organization having the credibility and reputation of the Foundation will help us share our story and dreams with a broader community. ”  
The Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre services the spiritual needs of people in the Niagara Region and beyond.  The Centre conducts workshops, offers preached and directed retreats and provides spiritual direction for people of all faiths.

The Monastery of Mount Carmel Fund becomes part of the family of endowment funds held in perpetuity by the Niagara Community Foundation.  Created in 2000 through the vision of Niagara Falls philanthropist and businessman Frank Branscombe, the Foundation has raised more than $16 million and has granted in excess of $3 million to charities working in the arts, heritage, environment, social services, health, education and community development.  The Foundation works with donors wanting to create permanent legacies to support causes important to the donors during their lifetime.  The donations to the endowments are never spent, but held in perpetuity with a portion of the annual earnings given to charities. 
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