


healthy growth and development,” said Steve Butz, CEO of the YMCA of Niagara. 
Through the foundation’s $10,000 grant, more than 80 children from across Niagara 
will be helped in 2010. These dollars are matched almost on a 2:1 basis by the 
organization providing the program.

The United Way of South Niagara brokers the relationship between community 
agencies delivering after-school programs in fi ve Welland schools. “Our community’s 
greatest gift is ensuring its unconditional commitment to and compassion for our 
children,” said Peter Papp, executive director. The foundation’s $20,000 grant to 
our Welland Neighborhood project will make a tremendous difference to children 
and families.” 

The foundation also gave $10,000 to the Canadian Tire Jump Start Charities 
program to help children participate in sports programs in Niagara. “This grant will 
be used throughout our Niagara chapter network and will help up to 100 children 
facing fi nancial challenges to participate in a sport and recreation program of their 
choice in their home town,” said Dan Thompson, the charity’s president.

Support to the foundation for these and other initiatives came from a variety of 
donors, including the Branscombe Family Foundation, Casino Cares Fund and 
Meridian Credit Union Fund.      

FOUNDATION INVESTS $ 100,000+ 
TO HELP REDUCE POVERTY 

ROBERT  L.  NEILL, 

DURWARD JONES BARKWELL
Durward Jones Barkwell traces its origins 
back to 1940 when Wilfred W. Pollock, 
Chartered Accountant, opened an offi ce 
for his practice in St. Catharines. Over the 
next 42 years there were many mergers, 
new partners and new branches opened 
throughout Niagara as well as Hamilton 
and Stoney Creek. DJB values leading 
and guiding the communities they serve 
through volunteerism and counsel. They 
have demonstrated this value through 
their service in a volunteer capacity with 
the Foundation, either as directors on our 
board or on a local advisory board. In 
celebration of their St. Catharines origins, 
the partners opened the Durward Jones 
Barkwell Fund within the St. Catharines 
Community Fund. As their motto says, DJB 
is big enough to know, small enough to 
care and it is through their caring that our 
community is strengthened.

THE FOUNDATION LAUNCHED ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
YEAR on Nov. 17 at its 8th Annual Canadian Business 
Leaders Breakfast. The speaker was Martin Connell, 
successful entrepreneur, innovative philanthropist and 
well-respected community leader. More than 270 guests 
enjoyed learning about his philosophy and vision in giving 
back to the community, both from a corporate level as 
co-founder of Ace Bakery, and on a personal level.

“Martin Connell is not only a successful businessman, 
he’s also a leader in innovative approaches to corporate 
philanthropy,” said Brad Hutchings, foundation board 
chair. “We were honoured to have him join us to help 
launch our 10th anniversary.

More anniversary activities will take place throughout the 
year. On April 15, the day of the foundation’s incorporation 
in 2000, a reception will be held at Club Italia to thank 
the founders, volunteers, donors and grant recipients and 
discuss the future of community foundations.

“The success of the foundation can be attributed to our 
volunteers and donors,” said Liz Palmieri, executive 
director. “We have raised more than $12 million since 
our launch, most of which was placed into endowment 
funds to be held in perpetuity. Through the generosity 
of our donors we have been able to provide more than 
$2.9 million in grants back to community projects across 
Niagara.”

Building on the ‘10’ theme, the foundation volunteers 
will be hosting ten awareness raising receptions in ten 
communities across the region. The foundation will also 
be encouraging ten donors in ten communities to pledge 
$10,000 over ten years raising $1,000,000 towards local 
community or fi eld of interest funds. Recently, two 
$10,000 grants were awarded to give children facing 
fi nancial challenges the opportunity to participate in local 
sports, recreation or cultural programs. The anniversary 
festivities will culminate on Nov. 16, 2010 at the annual 
Canadian Business Leaders’ Breakfast.

THE YWCA HAS PROVIDED SUPPORT to women and 
girls in Niagara since 1928.  In 2005 the St. Catharines 
YWCA reopened the shelter in Niagara Falls that had 
been formerly operated by the YWCA Niagara Falls. The 
YWCA started providing programs in Welland in 2009 
and now operates as the YWCA Niagara Region. 

The foundation has assisted the YWCA in a variety 
of ways, including sending girls to summer camp, 
launching a giving circle to establish a program of 
on-going support, helping to furnish new units in their 
Niagara Falls transitional housing units, supporting a 
feasibility study examining gaps in housing and shelter 
service for women living in smaller centres in Niagara 
and funding an in-school noon hour pilot program for 
young women at risk.

“The foundation is not just about funds, it’s an important 
resource,” said Elisabeth Zimmerman, executive director.  
“It can also steer agencies in the right direction in terms of 
proposals, application requirements and other available 
funding sources.”

FOUNDATION LAUNCHES
10TH ANNIVERSARY
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IN A SMALL LABORATORY INSIDE A NONDESCRIPT BUILDING on 
Thomson Road in Fort Erie, Yvonne Hopkins carefully pours coloured 
liquid into a test tube.  The tube is inserted into an odd looking machine 
called a spectrophotometer, which uses light waves to measure the amount 
of nitrates and phosphates in the sample.

Hopkins is the project coordinator of Friends of Fort Erie’s Creeks.  
The 30-plus members are all volunteers, and testing water samples 
takes time – and money.

Funding from the foundation has allowed the group to offer a variety 
of public education programs, build an on-site lab and purchase 
equipment. “Before the lab, all our equipment was held at  different 
members’ houses,” Hopkins recalled. “A tractor here, a Gator there…”  

An endowment fund through the foundation allowed the group to 
purchase the spectrophotometer and other testing equipment. It also 
provided funds for website redesign and computer upgrades. “Before 
that we had a horribly slow 486 computer and dial-up Internet,” 
Hopkins said with a laugh. 

“The foundation also helped us to develop a strategic plan and that was 
something we just wouldn’t have been able to afford ourselves.  Now we 
have a direction and a plan for the future.”  

ENVIRONMENT GROUP PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
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(excerpts from an article written by Alison Langley with permission from The Review, 
www.niagarafallsreview.ca) 

ALMOST EVERY MORNING AT THE CRACK OF DAWN, Alex Herlovitch laces up his running shoes and 
hits the road to watch Niagara Falls awaken.  Alex, Niagara Falls’ director of planning and development, 
began running about 15 years ago as a way to become more physically fi t. It was a challenge at fi rst 
but over time he built up his stamina. He also never thought his quest for fi tness would lead him to an 
adventure around the world.

In 2000, while on vacation in Europe he decided to run a marathon for a different view of some of 
the continent’s landscape. Having conquered Europe and then North America he set his sights on 
running marathons on each of the world’s seven continents. This past June he took on South America 
as a participant in the Easter Island Marathon. He also decided to incorporate some fundraising into 
his running.

“I lost my late wife to cancer after 14 years and found I needed a place to express myself and my fears,” said 
Alex. He turned to Wellsping Niagara whose staff offers insight on the psychological, emotional, social 
and practical consequencesof cancer to patients and their families. After two-and-a-half years, Alex began
to offer his insight to others and became a committed volunteer.

He set a goal to raise $10,000 to create the Wellspring HOPE Endowment Fund at the foundation by 
running the Easter Island marathon. The annual earnings on the fund will assist the agency with ongoing 
programming. Alex not only met his goal but exceeded it, raising almost $12,000. 

For 2010 Alex has decided to do something new to raise funds. While he continues to enjoy running 
marathons, he has decided to run one race each month and will gather pledges for the endowment. 
During the initial years of building the endowment, Alex will also be contributing a non-endowed gift 
to support the work of Wellspring Niagara.

What a testament to his commitment to become physically fi t, to his wife’s memory and to his belief in 
the work of Wellspring Niagara. 

(excerpt from article by Alison Bell reprinted with permission from Niagara This Week)

WORLDWIDE RUN  FOR WELLSPRING
(continued from front page)

THE NIAGARA LAND TRUST (NLT) and the Niagara Community Foundation 
recently launched Care for the Land you Love, as part of a province-wide campaign 
to raise awareness and funds for the ongoing stewardship of preserved lands in 
Niagara and other communities across Ontario,

“This new partnership will help us raise funds needed to maintain and preserve 
special lands for generations to come,” said Wayne Redekop, chair of NLT. “When 
the program is completed it will provide up to 50 per cent of the income necessary 
to steward property currently held by Ontario’s land trusts.”

An endowment for the land trust was recently established at the foundation. This 
partnership also offers donors the opportunity to multiply the impact of their gift. 
The foundation will match every dollar raised, up to a maximum of $20,000, thanks 
to the participation of Community Foundations of Canada.  

“We can all think of natural places that make our communities special,” said 
Christopher Wilson, chair of the foundation’s asset development committee. “As a 
community foundation we want to do everything we can to preserve these places.  
Building endowments is what we do, so we’re happy to provide our expertise and 
additional funding to get Care for the Land you Love and the local land stewardship 
fund off to a great start.” 

Donations can be made to the Niagara Land Trust online through the foundation’s website 
or by calling 905-684-8688.

CARE FOR 

THE LAND YOU LOVE

“It’s not how much we
      give but how much
   love we put into giving.”
  
                            — Mother Teresa


