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Media Release

Foundation launches 10th anniversary 
St. Catharines, ON, Nov. 9, 2009 – The Niagara Community Foundation launches its 10th anniversary year the morning of Nov. 17th at its 8th Annual Canadian Business Leaders Breakfast.  The speaker is Martin Connell a successful entrepreneur, an innovative philanthropist and a well-respected community leader.  Almost 300 guests are expected to attend the event with doors opening at 7:30a.m. at the Quality Hotel Parkway Convention Centre in St. Catharines.
“Martin Connell is not only a very successful businessman but a leader in innovative approaches to corporate philanthropy,” said the foundation’s board chair Brad Hutchings.  “We are honoured to have him join us as we launch our 10th anniversary.  Corporate philanthropy is a key piece to any Corporate Social Responsibility program, which is about finding ways companies and their employees can do good work for the community or broader society and in so doing build their reputation in ways that help meet strategic goals.”
“The success of the foundation can be attributed to our volunteers and donors,” said Liz Palmieri, executive director.  “Since our launch we have raised more than $12 million, most of which was placed into endowment funds to be held in perpetuity.  Through the generosity of our donors we have been able to provide $2.8 million in grants back to community projects across Niagara.  We’re helping good people do great things in Niagara”.  The foundation supports charities providing programs and services for arts and heritage, environment, health, social services, education, recreation and community services.  

For 30 years Martin Connell was Chairman and held various executive positions with Conwest Exploration Company Ltd., a natural resource exploration and development company that was acquired in 1996 by Alberta Energy Company Ltd., now EnCana Corporation.  He co-founded with his wife Linda Haynes, ACE Bakery Limited, a gourmet bakery providing artisan European style breads in Ontario and the Eastern United States. ACE was sold in 2008.  He is past President of Calmeadow, a charitable organization he co-founded with wife Linda in 1983 to enable people worldwide to strengthen their small-scale enterprises through small loans and access to financial services. Connell has participated in numerous local and national corporate and community initiatives, including former Chair of Sky Dome and founding Chair of the Toronto Film Festival.
Tickets for the breakfast must be purchased in advance by calling 905-684-8688.  They are $30 per person or $240 for a table of 8. This event is co-sponsored by Meridian Credit Union, GMP Private Client and Sun Media.
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Contact: Liz Palmieri, Executive Director, Niagara Community Foundation
905-684-8688
Mr. Connell is available to be interviewed prior to the event.  Please contact Liz Palmieri to setup interview.
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