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just such a purpose. Our goal is to raise $500,000 for 
the Fund and with the help of the community so much
more can be done to improve water quality, restore 
shorelines, encourage land stewardship and ultimately
improve Niagara’s entire ecosystem. Generosity of 
the individuals, groups and businesses will help us
achieve our goal.  

“The Niagara Community Foundation has, since 
inception, made great strides in improving the quality 
of life in Niagara. Walker Industries is proud to be 
supporting this initiative through the creation of the
Walker Industries Earth 1st Fund,” says Bill Costello,
CEO of Walker Industries and Honorary Chair of 
the campaign. He and his staff are leading the way by 
reaching out to their many partners asking their assistance in making this campaign 
a success.

One simple gift from one individual, group or business to the Environmental Legacy Fund
will have a lasting impact, capable of assisting programs and people who are improving the
quality of life throughout our region. We encourage you to make a gift today to support
our environmental legacy by completing the donor card inside the newsletter.

If not now, when?

This newsletter is also available on our website at 
www.niagaracommunityfoundation.org (click on the 

Features and Publications button). It can be sent to you 
electronically instead of through Canada Post. Please let us 
know if you would rather have it sent as a pdf file to your 

email address. Thanks to the following for their 
sponsorship of our newsletter

ATTENTION! Estate Planners
You believe in the importance of including charitable bequests in
your clients’ estate plans but wonder how best to raise the subject
with your clients. Here’s a few conversation starters that may help.

On the death of a loved one: “Tell me about [name of loved
one]. How would you describe this person’s legacy? If there were a
way to create a memorial to him/her in a tax effective way, would 
that interest you?”

RRIFing the RRSP: “What do you plan to do with the required
RRIF withdrawals? Do you need these withdrawals to improve
your lifestyle? (if no) Would you be interested in knowing how 
to use them to create a significant gift to charity?”

Receiving an inheritance: “Tell me about this inheritance –
who was it from? – what might you like to do with it?  If we
could use some of this inheritance to create a charitable fund 
and save you some taxes, would you be interested?”

Asking the giving question: “Are there any charitable causes
that you would like to support through your estate?”

Check out our new Professional Advisor’s e-resource on our 
website at niagaracommunityfoundation.org. Click on the
Professional Advisors button and you’ll find case studies, tax
information and great tips and tools on how to incorporate 
charitable giving in your clients’ current or estate financial plans.

Environmental Legacy Fund for Niagara

“We do not inherit

the earth from our

ancestors, we borrow

it from our children”

It is our privilege as residents 
of Niagara to enjoy our natural 
environment but it is our duty 
to protect this resource now and 
for generations to come.

We live in a peninsula rich with
water resources. Not only are we
surrounded on three sides by two
Great Lakes and the Niagara River,
there are 78 watersheds and over
100 creeks and streams within 
the region.

The community has a major 
challenge ahead to ensure that no
further damage takes place to these
natural gifts, and, in fact, investment
is made on a regular basis to correct
existing damage.

Because projects that restore and 
protect the environment need funds
to realize their full potential, the
Niagara Community Foundation
has launched a campaign to create
an Environmental Legacy Fund for

contact us

Your donation today to the
Environmental Legacy Fund will 
be your gift for tomorrow.

YES, I would like to donate to
the Environmental Legacy Fund.
__________________________________________________
Name

__________________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________________
City Postal Code

__________________________________________________
Telephone Fax

__________________________________________________
Email

Please accept my donation of $___________  to the Environmental
Legacy Fund to be held in perpetuity.

❏ Cheque Enclosed   ❏ VISA    ❏ MasterCard

__________________________________________________________
Card No. Expiry

__________________________________________________________
Signature

Charitable Registration Number:  86710 5322 RR0001

CUVÉE WEEKEND
A Red Carpet Celebration 
of Ontario Wines
On Saturday March 5, the Cuvée Gala takes place at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s White Oaks Resort and Spa. Ann Louise
Branscombe, Cuvée Committee Co-Chair, says, “This black-tie
gala is commonly known as the “Oscars” of the Ontario wine
industry and has become the singular not-to-be-missed event 
of the wine and food enthusiast’s calendar.” The night’s activities
include the announcement of the winners of the coveted Cuvée
Awards, a unique competition where the winners are chosen 
by the winemakers themselves. Guests sample the winning wines
along with selections poured by over 45 of Ontario’s top wine 
producers, and enjoy the creations of eight star chefs who prepare
their offerings at live cooking stations.  

On both Saturday and Sunday, guests can tour and taste along
Niagara’s wine route by participating in Cuvée En Route. 
Each participating winery will roll out the red carpet and feature 
specially chosen tasting flights embodying the best of the best 
of their wines.  

Cuvée Weekend tickets are $200.00 per person and include 
admission to the Cuvée Gala and all Cuvée En Route activities. 
A portion of the ticket price is eligible for a charitable donation
receipt. Cuvée En Route admission can be purchased separately 
for $20.00 per person by visiting one of the participating wineries
on Cuvée Weekend.  

Ticket and event information, details about each winery’s Cuvée
En Route tastings, overnight accommodation packages, and
announcements about participating wineries and chefs can all 
be found on the Cuvée web site, www.cuvee.ca.  

Proceeds from the weekend support the Foundation’s 
work with community groups across the region.



Alice Gooch was a remarkable woman who passed away last
summer.  During her lifetime she was a passionate supporter
and active volunteer in St. Catharines. And she had a very
special soft spot in her heart for children.

Foundation staff met Alice a few years ago to discuss her
charitable interests. At that time she was meeting with 
her financial advisor
to finalize matters
around her estate. 
We learned about her
interest in children’s
charities serving 
St. Catharines and 
prepared some 
background material
that we believe was 
beneficial to her as she 
planned her estate.

Subsequent to that meeting Alice attended our annual donor
reception and when she was confined to home due to poor
health, we continued to keep her informed of the activities
of the Foundation.

While no longer with us, Alice has left a personal legacy 
that will impact the community for years to come. Brock
University, Niagara Children’s Safety Village, St. Catharines
General Hospital Foundation and its Paediatric Department,
Women’s Place, the BME Church, Shaw Festival and the
Niagara Peninsula Children’s Centre are benefiting from 
her generosity.

In honour of her gift to the Foundation, the Alice Redman
Gooch Fund has been created within the Investing in 
St. Catharines Youth Fund. The annual proceeds from 
this Fund will be used to help disadvantaged youth 
participate in sports, recreation and cultural activities. 
A remarkable legacy from a remarkable woman.

A Remarkable Woman Leaves 
a Remarkable Legacy
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Local members of the Canadian Chemical Producers
Association (CCPA) are partnering with the foundation by
making a 10 year commitment to create the Niagara CAER®

Group Fund within the Environmental Legacy Fund.

CAER®, which stands for Community Awareness and
Emergency Response, is one component of Responsible 
Care – a major initiative of the CCPA. Responsible Care 
is a Canadian creation. It is the new ethic for the safe 
and environmentally sound management of chemicals 
throughout their life cycle.

Local member companies are involved in community 
outreach and education activities such as high school tours
of the plants, open houses, and community environment.
Their emergency planning activities include conducting
annual emergency exercises with fire, police, ambulance 
and hospital services.

Thanks to the members of the Niagara CAER® Group for
their support: Cytec Canada Inc., Durez Canada, Lubrizol
Canada Inc., Chemtrade Logistics Inc., Oxy Vinyls Canada
Inc., PolyOne Canada Inc., and Kemira Chemicals Inc.

Niagara CAER® Group Partners 
with Foundation  

He who obtains has little
He who scatters has much
– Lao Tzu

Over 400% increase in grants to community groups
Autism Society of Ontario - Niagara Region Chapter $ 2,760
Social skills programs for children with Asperger's Syndrom, Verbal ASD 
or non-verbal children with ASD.

Canadian Academy of Travel & Tourism $ 2,000
Support for Niagara students to attend a national student conference 
promoting career opportunities in this field

Canadian Red Cross $ 5,000
Program to teach anti-bullying strategies to secondary school trainers and educators

Carousel Players $ 1,800
Human resources review to make recommendations reflecting previous and future 
growth and changes within this organization.  

Children's Discovery Centre of Niagara $ 7,500
Construction of a demonstration wetland and pond environment to be used for 
educational purposes

Community Living Port Colborne - Wainfleet $ 5,200
Leadership Training for Youth" project

Folk Arts Council of St. Catharines Multicultural Centre $ 4,200
A community based network and central information space where immigrant youth can 
meet, access information and formulate a voice through seminars, workshops and activities. 

Horse Alternative Therapeutic Services (H.A.T.S.) $ 2,250
Professional development for program staff in Equine Assisted Personal Development training.  

Information Niagara $ 3,600
Development of a program evaluation process

Le Centre Polyvalent des aines francophones de Port Colborne $ 2,500
Mentoring program with seniors from the centre and children from 
St. Joseph's Elementary School

Learning Disabililties Association of Niagara Region $ 4,000
A program offered both in-school and at its centre providing computer skills to children 
with learning disabilities

Niagara Foundation for Family and Children's Services $ 3,000
Part time youth position to liaise between youth in care and FACS

Niagara Performing Arts Centre $ 2,200
A series of workshops to build the capacity of Canadian communities to develop  
and manage multi-tenant centers that serve the arts and creative sector

Niagara Pride Support Services $ 3,360
Peer Mentoring Program 

Non-Profit Fort Erie Mobile Service $ 2,160
Install and Route Internet Service

Pelham Public Library $ 4,000
Materials and equipment to upgrade resources for youth

Peterson Community Workshop $ 3,000
Teen Art Club: Launch of the first Niagara Falls Teen Art Show.  

Rotary Club of Fonthill $ 5,000
Bucks for the Band: Supporting the E. L. Crossley Marching Band

St. Catharines Blind Bowlers $ 1,000
To purchase or build portable railings 

St. Catharines Resource Service for Youth (The RAFT) $ 2,500
Project to assist at risk youth with transportation needs.  

St. John Ambulance Niagara Falls Branch $ 2,000
Resources and training targeted to their youth volunteers

The Foundation of Resources for Teens (FORT) $ 2,000
FORT Female Outreach Project to help female youth in Niagara West

The Niagara Foundation $ 1,500
Tombstone Repair Initiative 

The Showboat Festival Theatre $ 3,000
Purchase of a powered elevating work platform

Welland Historical Museum $ 1,350
Training for Arts Volunteers

Welland Public Library Board $ 2,000
Towards fixtures to be used in new library

YWCA of St. Catharines $ 2,000
Niagara Falls Giving Circle for Emergency Shelter

Groups from across Niagara are benefiting

from the increased dollars awarded in

November from the Niagara Community

Foundation. Over $80,000 is going to 

27 organizations this year. This is an increase

over last year’s awards of $17,450 to just 

12 charities.   

Andrea Kriluck, the Foundation Chair

notes “the increase in funds available is 

a result of a number of factors – better 

investment returns on our endowments,

special one time donations targeting specific

issues and the continued support of the

Regional Chair’s Charity Golf Tournament.” 

This year the community is also starting 

to reap the benefit of the Casino Niagara

Cares Fund. Of the total grants awarded,

$12,100 has come from this fund. 

“We’re thrilled to see that our investment 

in the Casino Niagara Cares Fund is now 

beginning to make a difference in the 

community,” said Larry L. Lewin,

President, Niagara Casinos. “It is 

particularly gratifying to know that it will

continue to have a positive impact on the

community for many years to come.”

“This year the volunteers assessing 

the grants were faced with some tough

choices,” noted Grants Committee Chair

Betty-Lou Souter. “There are so many

worthwhile organizations doing amazing

work across Niagara. The committee

reviewed over $340,000 in requests 

for 57 projects.  Our community is 

blessed with the scope of organizations 

making Niagara a truly vibrant place 

in which to live.”

Please Contact Me
I would like to learn more about the Niagara Community
Foundation, please contact me.

■ I would be interested in having a  speaker from the 
Niagara Community Foundation give a presentation 
for my group.

I would like more information about:

■ establishing a name fund.
■ including the foundation in my estate planning.
■ the latest tax incentives from Canada Revenue Agency.

I would like to add to my existing fund or enclose a 
contribution of  $___________  to the Community Fund to
be held in perpetuity as capital with returns thereon distributed
annually to charitable projects.

__________________________________________________
Name

__________________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________________
City Postal Code

__________________________________________________
Telephone Fax

__________________________________________________
Email

Charitable Registration Number:  86710 5322 RR0001

My area of interest is:
■ Arts & Heritage
■ Education
■ Environment
■ Culture

■ Youth 
■ Healthcare
■ Seniors
■ Social Services
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