It is our privilege as residents

of Niagara to enjoy our natural
environment but it is our duty
to protect this resource now and
for generations to come.

We live in a peninsula rich with
water resources. Not only are we
surrounded on three sides by two
Great Lakes and the Niagara River,
there are 78 watersheds and over
100 creeks and streams within

the region.

The community has a major
challenge ahead to ensure that no
further damage takes place to these
natural gifts, and, in fact, investment
is made on a regular basis to correct
existing damage.

Because projects that restore and
protect the environment need funds
to realize their full potential, the
Niagara Community Foundation
has launched a campaign to create
an Environmental Legacy Fund for
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just such a purpose. Our goal is to raise $500,000 for
the Fund and with the help of the community so much
more can be done to improve water quality, restore
shorelines, encourage land stewardship and ultimately
improve Niagara’s entire ecosystem. Generosity of

the individuals, groups and businesses will help us
achieve our goal.

“The Niagara Community Foundation has, since
inception, made great strides in improving the quality
of life in Niagara. Walker Industries is proud to be
supporting this initiative through the creation of the
Walker Industries Earth 1st Fund,” says Bill Costello,
CEO of Walker Industries and Honorary Chair of
the campaign. He and his staff are leading the way by
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reaching out to their many partners asking their assistance in making this campaign

a Success.

One simple gift from one individual, group or business to the Environmental Legacy Fund
will have a lasting impact, capable of assisting programs and people who are improving the
quality of life throughout our region. We encourage you to make a gift today to support
our environmental legacy by completing the donor card inside the newsletter.

If not now, when?




Groups from across Niagara are benefiting
from the increased dollars awarded in
November from the Niagara Community
Foundation. Over $80,000 is going to

27 organizations this year. This is an increase
over last year’s awards of $17,450 to just

12 charities.

Andrea Kriluck, the Foundation Chair
notes “the increase in funds available is

a result of a number of factors — better
investment returns on our endowments,
special one time donations targeting specific

issues and the continued support of the

Regional Chair’s Charity Golf Tournament.”

This year the community is also starting
to reap the benefit of the Casino Niagara
Cares Fund. Of the total grants awarded,
$12,100 has come from this fund.

“We're thrilled to see that our investment
in the Casino Niagara Cares Fund is now
beginning to make a difference in the
community,” said Larry L. Lewin,
President, Niagara Casinos. “It is
particularly gratifying to know that it will
continue to have a positive impact on the

community for many years to come.”

“This year the volunteers assessing

the grants were faced with some tough
choices,” noted Grants Committee Chair
Betty-Lou Souter. “There are so many
worthwhile organizations doing amazing
work across Niagara. The committee
reviewed over $340,000 in requests

for 57 projects. Our community is
blessed with the scope of organizations
making Niagara a truly vibrant place

in which to live.”

fo community groups

Social skills programs for children with Asperger's Syndrom, Verbal ASD
or non-verbal children with ASD.

Support for Niagara students to attend a national student conference
promoting career opportunities in this field

Program to teach anti-bullying strategies to secondary school trainers and educators

uman resources review to make recommendations reflecting previous and future
H ¢ k dat flecting d fur
growth and changes within this organization.

Construction of a demonstration wetland and pond environment to be used for
educational purposes

Leadership Training for Youth" project

A community based network and central information space where immigrant youth can
meet, access information and formulate a voice through seminars, workshops and activities.

Professional development for program staff in Equine Assisted Personal Development training.
Development of a program evaluation process

Mentoring program with seniors from the centre and children from
St. Joseph's Elementary School

A program offered both in-school and at its centre providing computer skills to children
with learning disabilities

Part time youth position to liaise between youth in care and FACS

A series of workshops to build the capacity of Canadian communities to develop
and manage multi-tenant centers that serve the arts and creative sector

Peer Mentoring Program

Install and Route Internet Service

Materials and equipment to upgrade resources for youth

Teen Art Club: Launch of the first Niagara Falls Teen Art Show.
Bucks for the Band: Supporting the E. L. Crossley Marching Band
To purchase or build portable railings

Project to assist at risk youth with transportation needs.

Resources and training targeted to their youth volunteers

FORT Female Outreach Project to help female youth in Niagara West
Tombstone Repair Initiative

Purchase of a powered elevating work platform

Training for Arts Volunteers

Towards fixtures to be used in new library

Niagara Falls Giving Circle for Emergency Shelter
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Alice Gooch was a remarkable woman who passed away last
summer. During her lifetime she was a passionate supporter
and active volunteer in St. Catharines. And she had a very

special soft spot in her heart for children.

Foundation staff met Alice a few years ago to discuss her
charitable interests. At that time she was meeting with
her financial advisor

to finalize matters

around her estate.

We learned about her

interest in children’s

charities serving

St. Catharines and

prepared some

background material

that we believe was

beneficial to her as she

planned her estate.

Local members of the Canadian Chemical Producers
Association (CCPA) are partnering with the foundation by
making a 10 year commitment to create the Niagara CAER®

Group Fund within the Environmental Legacy Fund.

CAER?®, which stands for Community Awareness and
Emergency Response, is one component of Responsible
Care — a major initiative of the CCPA. Responsible Care
is a Canadian creation. It is the new ethic for the safe
and environmentally sound management of chemicals

throughout their life cycle.

Subsequent to that meeting Alice attended our annual donor
reception and when she was confined to home due to poor
health, we continued to keep her informed of the activities

of the Foundation.

While no longer with us, Alice has left a personal legacy
that will impact the community for years to come. Brock
University, Niagara Children’s Safety Village, St. Catharines
General Hospital Foundation and its Paediatric Department,
Women’s Place, the BME Church, Shaw Festival and the
Niagara Peninsula Children’s Centre are benefiting from

her generosity.

In honour of her gift to the Foundation, the Alice Redman
Gooch Fund has been created within the Investing in

St. Catharines Youth Fund. The annual proceeds from

this Fund will be used to help disadvantaged youth
participate in sports, recreation and cultural activities.

A remarkable legacy from a remarkable woman.

Local member companies are involved in community
outreach and education activities such as high school tours
of the plants, open houses, and community environment.
Their emergency planning activities include conducting
annual emergency exercises with fire, police, ambulance

and hospital services.

Thanks to the members of the Niagara CAER® Group for
their support: Cytec Canada Inc., Durez Canada, Lubrizol
Canada Inc., Chemtrade Logistics Inc., Oxy Vinyls Canada

Inc., PolyOne Canada Inc., and Kemira Chemicals Inc.




