NIAGARA COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

Niagara Community Foundation is privileged to be supported by a Circle of Ambassadors.

After retiring from the NCF Board of Directors, our volunteers are welcomed to become an official
"NCF Ambassador." This role provides an opportunity for past Directors to continue to share the
story of NCF and open doors for future growth of the organization.

Thank you for being a dedicated member of our Ambassadors Circle and continuing to give of your

time, talent and treasure to promote philanthropy across Niagara.

HISTORY: 25 Years Old

Founded in 2000 under the leadership of Debbie Zimmermann, Frank Branscombe and Liz
Palmieri.

Liz Palmieri was the founding Executive Director and John Potts was the first Board Chair.
In the beginning, NCF received two $100,000 donations from the Branscombe Family &
Niagara Credit Union (now Meridian Credit Union).

The first grants were made in 2001, distributing $9,000 to 6 organizations.

ENDOWMENT: $100 million in assets!

NCF is one of the top three largest foundations in Niagara.
What started off with two donations has now grown to over $100 million in assets!
NCF has over 400 fundholders under the umbrella of Niagara Community Foundation.

EMPOWERMENT: Granted over $41 million throughout it's history.

NCF supports over 250 registered charities each year.

Based on its charitable purposes, NCF can only grant to registered charities or qualified donees
in Canada.

NCF's granting capacity has grown each year. In 2025 NCF granted $5 million through both
donor directed, and discretionary granting programs.

In total, NCF has granted over $41 million throughout it's history.

NCF is a leader within Niagara's charitable sector and empowers social-profit organizations
through professional development opportunities. These educational seminars and workshops
build the capacity of the sector to further philanthropy across the region.

EXCELLENCE: Niagara’s philanthropic leader

NCF is governed by a diverse and representative Board of Directors.
NCF is a member of Community Foundations Canada. NCF sits near the top 10
largest community foundations in Canada (over 200 across the country).

« NCEF is certified with Imagine Canada Standards Program, the only national

best-practice framework for nonprofit governance and operational excellence.
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